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Bridgewater 
Housing Starts 

Reflect Regional 
Economy

The Great Recession that began in 2008 devastated the 
housing industry.  Many contractors, electricians and plumbers 
who’d been in business for decades closed their doors as the 
economy collapsed.  The question since then has been whether 
or not the housing construction industry is back.  Newspaper 
headlines don’t provide a definitive answer.  One month the 
housing market is up and the next it is down.  What we do 
know is that other regions are doing better than ours.  In fact, 
for the month of April the Northeast is up 85.9%, the West up 
39% and the Midwest 27.8%.  How did the South do in this 
comparison?  A disappointing drop of 1.8%.

The numbers for Bridgewater point to a housing market 
that is far below better times, but struggling to come back.  
Looking at the charts to the left will help explain that 
statement.  You’ll see that the number from ten years ago 
reflects annual housing starts of 30 to 35 units per year.  That 
dropped to a dismal amount in 2009 and 2010.  It should be 
noted that Bridgewater constructed more houses per year in 
the midst of the Great Depression than we did during this so-
called “Great Recession”.

Since the low in 2010 we’ve bounced back to levels about 
half that of earlier years.  We don’t know if this is the “new 
normal” or if housing will boom as the economy continues to 

improve.  The housing industry is such a vital part 
of the United States economy.  It not only employs 
the carpenters, plumbers, etc. mentioned earlier, 
it also helps furniture companies, engineers, 
architects and many others segments of the 
economy as well.

Hopefully, better economic times will return to 
the region.  When that happens, we plan to update 
this article in a future edition of the Bridgewater 
Current.

Farmers’ 
Market 
Grand 

Opening
See page 3
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Mt. Crawford Boat 
Landing Still Under Consideration
Those of you interested in kayaking or canoeing North River have followed the articles on boat landings 

in recent issues of the Daily News Record or Bridgewater Current.  For anyone not up to date on this issue, 
the basic problem was lack of right-of-way to gain access to the river. The Department of Game and Inland 
Fisheries (DGIF) wanted to install boat landings in Bridgewater at Seven Bridges Park and near the newly 
constructed bridge in Mt. Crawford.  When a problem with access occurred in Mt. Crawford, both projects 
appeared to be doomed.  DGIF regulations require that boat landings be within nine miles of the next one 
and the distance between Bridgewater and the next available landing exceeded the limit.

After that effort failed a coalition of Rockingham 
County and Virginia Department of Transportation 
(VDOT) officials met with their counterparts in 
Bridgewater in order to find a location suitable to 
DGIF.   Our thanks to Board of Supervisor member 
Bill Kyger and VDOT officials Don Komara and 
Jeremy Mason for their help in this effort.  Much 
to everyone’s surprise, the problem of access in 
Mt. Crawford disappeared as quickly as it came up, 
and the need to find a new location was no longer 
warranted.

So, it looks like both projects have a good chance 
to be constructed and those who enjoy floating the 
river will find access much improved in the coming 
year.  We’ll let you know the construction schedule as 
soon as we are notified.  The map and captions will 
help explain the journey we took on this issue.

A scenic boat ride down North River.

Currently this slippery slope at Seven Bridges 
Park  (top star) is being used as a launching 

site for canoe and kayak enthusiasts.

Sandy Bottom Park was 
also considered for a 
boat launching site.

When it appeared the Mt. 
Crawford site was not 

available, a landing  near 
Cross Keys was considered.

Seven 
Bridges site.

Mt. Crawford 
site at Airport 
Road bridge.
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Farmers’ Market 
to Open July 4th

Harman Construction, the contractors responsible 
for the construction of Generations Park, tell us that the 
pavilion area will be completed by mid-June.  

That gives us plenty of time to get set up for the 
Farmers’ Market grand opening on the Fourth of July.  If 
you have family and friends coming in for the holiday 
weekend, a morning jaunt to the market might be just the 
ticket.  Here are some of the events we have planned:

Music by The Deanes - From Stanardsville, The 
Deanes have performed often in the Shenandoah Valley 
and are well-known to many.  Their bluegrass style 
includes a mixture of gospel and old-time songs that 
should please young and old alike.  They will perform 
from 10:00 a.m. to noon.

Vendors - At this point we have 10 vendors signed up.  
Selections will range from  seasonal fruits and vegetables, 
baked goods, plants, flowers, herbs, and honey.

Extras - Throughout the morning a variety of items 
will be given away such as free ice cream sandwiches 
(until they run out, 200 are ordered), tote bags and 
helium-filled balloons.  

So, mark your calendar, bring friends and family, 
and join us as we celebrate the first event at our new 
Generations Park.

FEMA Provides 
Generators in Response  

to 2012 Derecho
If you were living here on June 29, 2012 you’ll remember the Derecho.  

Out of nowhere gusts of wind hit the Shenandoah Valley knocking down 
trees, pulling apart power lines and creating property damage in its path.  

The 80 mph winds did more than that elsewhere.  From 
Ohio to Maryland thirteen died as a direct result of 
the winds, but an additional thirty-four passed away 
later due to power outages and the extreme heat the 
east coast faced that week.  More than four million 
lost power for up to a week.  In Bridgewater we had 
citizens who never lost power and others who were 
without electricity for an entire week.

In response to this natural disaster, the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) set up a 
grant program to provide emergency generators for 

local governments.  We applied for generators at our 
water filtration plant, a water pumping station on Mt. 

Crawford Avenue and a sewage pumping station behind Bridgewater 
College.  Fortunately, FEMA approved our application and funded 80% 
of the cost.  All three generators are now in place and ready to take 
over should another power failure occur.  Power outages can occur for 
many reasons from natural to manmade, but it’s reassuring to know 
that we can still provide basic water and sewer services even when 
electrical service is interrupted.

These three 
generators now 

provide backup for 
our water and sewer 
system should there 

be an extended 
power outage.
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Dinkle Tavern’s 200th Anniversary

“If walls could talk...,” there would 
certainly be a lot of interesting information we 
could attach to this article.  In addition to other 
names such as the “Old Brick Tavern”, “House 
of Entertainment” and “Riverside Inn”, the 
original brick structure built by Jacob Dinkle 
and his wife Elizabeth saw many new owners 
come and go.  

Real estate records show that Jacob and 
Elizabeth sold their home twenty years after 
it was first constructed to Henry Smals.  It 
stayed in his hands until the Civil War when 
it was sold to Edith Herring who used this 
site as a blacksmith shop and “House of 
Entertainment”.

We didn’t know what that term meant, 
but an internet search helped.  Taverns were 
basically community centers during Colonial 
American times.  Beer and ale were always 
present, but so much more took place at the 
local tavern.  Crop prices were discussed, 
business transactions made and the news 
of the day discussed.  Then there was the 
enjoyment of games such as cards or billiards 
and even outdoor activities such as a game of 
horseshoes.

There’s so much more to say about the 
history of this impressive house on South Main 
Street, but too little space to say it.  Look 
for another article next month on the Dinkle 
Tavern.While we can’t get a good look at Dinkle tavern from this picture, 

we can say this is how Main Street looked in the late 1800s.

This is the second of several articles we’ll 
be doing about Dinkle Tavern to honor the 

200th anniversary of its construction.

This was 
the size of 

Bridgewater 
in 1877

John McLeod (Mayor from 1906 to 1910) plays 
horseshoes with his friend, J. H. Lindsey.

So many businesses occupied this spot on South Main Street.  
In addition to the taverns and blacksmith shop, Wine and 

Rinker Marble Works operated here for a while as well as a 
tinner shop run by George Harner around 1902.
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Bridgewater Retirement 
Community Celebrates 

50th Anniversary
Bridgewater Retirement Community first opened 

their doors during the spring of 1965.  To celebrate their 
50th anniversary, their kitchen staff prepared an updated 
version of the first meal ever served at BRC.  As many 
of you know, Merle Whitelow, the mother of well-known 
Bridgewater resident Carlyle Whitelow, ran the kitchen 
and prepared the meals for many years.  It’s important to 
note that she prepared the first meal ever served in 1965.

Even though they opened in 1965, the 
planning for Bridgewater Home began in 1959 
when Guy Wampler from the Church of the 
Brethren Regional Office and James Renz of 
the Brotherhood Staff met to “inaugurate and 
supervise movements to establish homes in the 
region.”  By 1965 the first facility had been 
completed and the spring of that year saw the 
first nine residents arrive.

Fifty years ago Bridgewater 
Retirement Community was only 
one building on a small parcel of 

land.  Over the years it has grown to 
encompass several acres and housing 

from cottages for independent living to 
a full-care nursing home. The picture 
above shows most of these facilities.  

Merle Whitelow, Carlyle’s mom, cooked the first 
meal : meatloaf, green beans, mashed potatoes, 

apple pie and of course her famous hot rolls.

Bridgewater Historical Society News
109 South Main

Hours:  Thursday - Saturday, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Artifacts from Bridgewater Retirement Community that were 

recently featured at the Bridgewater Historical Society can now be 
viewed at the BRC Houff Center.  For the next several weeks, BHS 
is featuring Bobby Cook’s hunting collection including the mounted 
bear shown to the right as well as a variety of pelts and traps. 

When the Home officially opened their 
doors, there  were nine original residents. 
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The shelter at Wildwood Park books quickly when 
reservations open on November 1st.  We also have 

three shelters at Oakdale Community Park.

town.bridgewater.
va.us

No

rth
 River Library News

Momma Goose Rocks (Birth-3 yrs.)
    Thursdays at 10:15 a.m.

Precious Preschoolers (Ages 3-5)
    Thursdays at 11 a.m.

Summer Reading Games 
Sign up begins  June 1s t .

118 Mt. Crawford Avenue
540-434-4475, Ext. 4

Hours:  
Monday through Wednesday: 12-6 p.m.

Thursday & Friday: 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Saturday: 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

The Treasurer’s Office opens the 
reservation process for park shelters on 
November 1st each year and they fill up 
fast.  However, some dates remain open.  

If you are interested in booking one 
of the four shelters operated by the Town 
please call the Treasurer’s Office at 828-
6980 to see what dates are available.  

Park Shelter 
Reservations
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July 19 – Harrisonburg-Rockingham 
Concert Band - 7:00 p.m.  
 The Harrisonburg-Rockingham Concert 

Band traces its lineage to the late 19th century 
and took the form of a modern-day concert band 
in 1983.  The band traditionally performs typical 
concert in the park repertoire with marches, 
overtures, and Broadway musicals.  The band 
is made up of musicians from middle-school 
age to older with backgrounds in music ranging 
from novice to professional.  Some of the band’s 
regular performances include Concerts on the 
Quad at James Madison University, Bridgewater 
Summer Concert Series and the annual Celebrate 
America! 4th of July concert with the Shenandoah 
Valley Choral Society.  The band is under the 
direction of Keith Hoodock.

ATTENTION BRIDGEWATER RESIDENTS
AND SURROUNDING AREA

  Listen To The Heartbeat of Music   
Free Concerts - 2015

Oakdale Community Park
Mt. Crawford Avenue, Bridgewater, Virginia

Aug. 2 – Southern Grace – 7:00 p.m.           
A Southern Gospel 

group devoted to 
sacred music features  
Kenny Williams, 
vocalist, bass guitar;  
Tim Nicely, vocalist, 
keyboards;  Joe 
Shifflett, drums;  Scott 
Crickenberger, vocalist, 
harmonica;  and Larry 
Kyger, electric guitar, 
steel guitar.

July 12 – Harrisonburg Harmonizers - 7:00 p.m.           

July 26 – Walnut Ridge Boys – 7:00 p.m. 
Back 

by popular 
demand, 
the Walnut 
Ridge 
Boys will 
entertain 
again this 
year.  This 
band got 
their start 
playing in 

local churches, fund raising events and various 
charities.  Glen Showalter, mandolin; Larry 
Trumbo, rhythm guitar and vocals; Tim Kyger, 
guitar, harmonica and vocals; Jeff Mace, banjo. 

The Harrisonburg Harmonizers 
are the performing chorus of the 
Central Shenandoah Valley’s 
Chapter of the Barbershop 
Harmony Society, the world’s 
largest organization of singing men 
with international headquarters in 
Nashville, Tennessee.  Chartered 
in 2009, the Harrisonburg Chapter 
is one of the Society’s newest 
chapters.  Director of the group is 
Scott DeVoe.

No

rth
 River Library News
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Bridgewater Rotary Club   ......... Dinner/Business 
meeting every Tuesday at 6 PM, Maple Terrace, 
Bridgewater Retirement Community.

T.O.P.S. @ Bridgewater Presbyterian Church 
Every Tuesday from 6:15-7:30 PM.  Open to anyone 
interested in weight loss or weight management.  For 
more information please call Vickie Bland at 568-6539. 

Bridgewater Historical Museum ...... 109 South Main 
Street.   Open Thursday, Friday and Saturday from 
10 AM to 3 PM. We will also open anytime by 
appointment.  Check us out on FaceBook.  

June 1   Bridgewater Rescue Squad Auxiliary  ..
 6:30 PM at Bridgewater Rescue Squad building.  

Meets the first Monday of every month. New members 
welcome.  For details call 828-3395.

June 1   Bridgewater Ruritan Club  ........ 7 PM Son 
and Daughter night at Bridgewater United Methodist 
Church.

June 2   Congressman Goodlatte Open Door  .... A 
representative from Congressman Goodlatte’s office 
will be available the first Tuesday of every month from 
11:30 AM to 1:00 PM in the Council Chambers of the 
Bridgewater Community Center or may be contacted 
at 885-3861. 

June 2  Myers-Hodges V.F.W. Ladies Auxiliary..... ..
Meets the first Tuesday of every month at 7 PM at the 
Post home on Dry River Road.

June 5-6  Bridgewater Retirement Community 
Yard Sale..... .... At Maple Terrace and old rescue 
squad building from 11-5 on Friday and 7 until ?? 
on Saturday.  Please call 540-515-3414  for more 
information.

June 8   Bridgewater Family and Community 
Educators  ..............7:30 PM.  Meets second 
Monday of every month at Arey Assembly Hall in 
the Bridgewater Community Center.  New members 
welcome.  For information contact Rosetta Harris, 
828-6273. 

June 16   Parkinson’s Support Group.... . Meets from 
2 PM to 3 PM the third Tuesday of every month 
in the Bridgewater Retirement Community Houff 
Community Center, Smith Room.  Open discussion. 
All are welcome.  Please call 828-2550 for more 
information.

June 17   Myers-Hodges V.F.W. Post 8644.... .Meets 
the third Wednesday of every month at 7:30 PM at 
the Post home on Dry River Road.  Call 828-0051 for 
further information.  

June 22   Bridgewater Fire Company Ladies Auxiliary 
Meets 7 PM at the fire hall.   New members welcome.  
Call 828-2035 for more information.

Farmers’ 
Market Grand 

Opening
See page 3


